
Hello Sierra Bonita Parents, 

As promised, I have outlined our plan to keep kids as healthy and safe as 
possible.  Much of what I will include comes from the document that was previously sent 
out from the school district.  I do want to reassure you that we WILL be following those 
guidelines and we have adapted some to meet the specific needs of our school.  They 
are broken up by specific area.  We are also still making some decisions as they come 
up and will keep you informed.   

Open House: 

Open House will be held on Monday, August 17th from 12-3pm.  To help 
limit the number of people in our building during the open house we ask 
that you please follow this schedule to come and visit your teacher and 
classroom.
 -Last name A-F:  Please come from 12-1pm
 -Last name G-L:  Please come from 1-2pm
 -Last name M-Z:  Please come from 2-3pm

*Please wear your face masks and social distance as much as possible.
*The PTA will be here to buy t-shirts, sign up for PTA and sign up for 
activity help and support.

Masks 

•Masks OR Face shields are REQUIRED at all times when inside the school. This
applies to parents as well.  (exceptions will be made for lunch and PE) 

•Parents are asked to send students with a clean mask each day.  The school will
have masks available if a student forgets theirs that day. 

•Teachers of students in younger grades will be generous in giving kids a break
from their mask, if needed.  That will be done at the teacher’s discretion. 

• If ANY student is struggling and needs a short break from their mask then
accommodations will be made by the teacher.    

•Students WILL NOT be required to wear masks when outside for recess.  They
are optional at that point. 

General 

•Parents are expected to perform daily wellness checks on their children and
SHOULD NOT send kids with symptoms to school.  THIS IS CRITICAL! 

•Parent volunteers must wear a mask and not come to the school if showing any
symptoms. 

•There will be NO IN-PERSON ASSEMBLIES until further notice.
•There will be NO FIELD TRIPS until further notice.
•The only before/after school program that has been approved is orchestra.  At

this point, we are not allowed to plan any other extra-curricular programs.  For 



Sierra Bonita, that means NO AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS, SCHOOL PLAY or 
CHOIR.   

•Students will be trained on new protocols for each area of the school
•We will have designated doors that students will enter/exit from to prevent

bumping into each other and to spread out large groups attempting to enter/
exit at the same time. Older siblings can take younger siblings to class

•Parents, we ask that you do not enter the school to take your students to their
classroom.  Please drop them off at the front of the school.  We will have 
people in place to help guide students to their classrooms. We don't 
want our school shut down after the first day!  Thanks for your support.

 Breakfast/Lunch 

•Students will have assigned seats in the lunchroom (with their class)
•Students will be distanced as much as possible on their tables
•Grade level lunch times will be staggered to provide as much as distancing as

possible, only one grade level at a time for 15 minutes. 
•Masks are optional (just hard to eat with a mask on)
• Lunch tables will be sanitized prior to the next group of students coming in

Recess 

•Students will still be given regular recess and masks are optional
•Playground equipment will be sanitized daily
•Balls, jump ropes and other equipment will be sanitized after each use
•Playground supervisors will separate kids that are too touchy or too close

together for lengthy periods of time 
•Some games may not be allowed based on observation

  Classroom 

•Social distancing will be practiced as much as possible.  Obviously, this is tricky
with large classes.  Hence the need to require masks and/or face shields 

•Students will be assigned seats
•Group work will be limited and students will be distanced when in this setting
•Students will rotate classrooms on a limited basis (with the exception of specialty

classes and small group intervention time) 
•Teachers will train students proper sanitizing techniques, social distancing,

proper mask wearing 
•Students will be asked not to touch each other and teachers will correct behavior

as needed 
•Materials will not be shared (but the school will provide the materials needed)
•Water bottles are allowed in the classroom.  Teachers will train students how to

refill water bottles to make sure that germs are not being spread.  Teachers will 
remind students to take home water bottles and wash them each day.  They 
should be refilled at home as much as possible. 



Hallways 

•Masks are required, unless going to lunch or PE
•Students will be taught how to social distance when walking in the halls
•Students will be taught to “stay to the right” in hallways and not to walk together

in groups 
•Flow patterns are being developed to limit student interaction

 Specialty Classes 

•Rooms/equipment will be sanitized in between classes.
•Seats will be assigned
•Students will sanitize their hands upon entering and/or exiting specialty

classrooms 

 Before School 

•Students that arrive early to school must wear masks and will be trained on
where to sit (socially distanced as much as possible until the first bell rings and 
they are allowed into the classrooms 

•On warm mornings, students will be encouraged to stay outside until the first bell
rings 

•We ask that if at all possible, please drop your students off between 8:45-9:00
am so they can go directly to their classroom. 

 After School 

•Students will exit outside doors if the classroom has one.   If that is not an option,
students will be taught to walk on the right side of the hallway and exit through 
assigned grade level doors to limit traffic 

•Sierra Bonita faculty will be on duty to teach students the proper and safe way to
exit the building and the school property 

Cleanliness/Sanitized 

•Students will sanitize or wash their hands each time they enter or exit a
classroom 

•Students are allowed to bring their own hand sanitizer but the school will provide
sanitizer as well. 

•Drinking fountains will be covered and students will not be allowed to drink from
them 

•Non-toxic chemicals will be used to clean desks multiple times per day
•Students are allowed to bring non-toxic wipes and sanitize their desk/supplies as

needed (if you prefer that as a parent) 
•There will be increased sanitation in bathrooms



•The district has purchased loads of sanitizing supplies.  In addition, Sierra Bonita
is purchasing additional masks and sanitizer to assure that we have plenty!  
We also placed automatic foaming sanitizers in each classroom at the 
beginning of last year.  These have been very helpful. 

  What if a student exhibits COVID-19 symptoms at school? 

•Students will be placed in a quarantine room.
•Parents will be contacted and asked to pick up their student.
•Please see the COVID Screening Flowchart for more information.

How will the school respond to potential outbreaks? 

•Schools will consult with the school nurse and the Utah County Health
Department regarding procedures for responding to a positive COVID-19 case 
by an employee, student, visitor, or those who have come into contact with an 
individual testing positive. 

•Schools will coordinate with the local health department for temporary school
closures due to COVID-19. 

•Schools will communicate updates to parents.
•The school nurse or administrator will send a letter to parents if an outbreak

occurs (i.e. class, entire school). 

We will follow the direction of the Utah County Helath Department as it relates to 
Covid-19 cases in our school and community.

Please visit our school website for new scheduled times with early out 5 days a week.  
http://sierrabonita.nebo.edu

I am sure that there are many more questions out there.  I am happy to respond 
individually to any questions that you may have.  Please remember that while we will do 
everything in our power to teach students proper safety procedures, these are still 
young children and they will not be perfect.  We will teach them over and over until they 
understand.  I can assure you that we will be vigilant in our efforts to keep all of our 
students healthy and safe.   

These are unprecedented times!  However, I firmly believe that our kids belong in 
schools!  Our Sierra Bonita faculty and staff cannot wait to meet these new challenges.  
We are up to the task and we are definitely STRONGER TOGETHER! 

Thank you again for your support! 

Mr. Andersen 




